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WILLKOMMEN VISIT

There’s a new business in
town - NU Surface, and
the Willkommen Committee
recently met with Benjamin
Schoo & his wife Sara to
learn more and welcome
them as new chamber
members.
NU Surface
provides cost effective
alternatives to bathtub,
countertop, cabinet, and
tile replacement.
They
offer any color option and
Jan DeLeo, Sid’s Signs on Broadway; Cathy Anderson,
Alliance Bank; Sara & Benjamin Schoo, NU Surface; Audra also flint-stone, which is an
alternative to granite. The
Shaneman, President & CEO, New Ulm Chamber.
process also works great
for chip repair and spot touch ups. NU Surface is a locally-owned company
and they offer free home estimates - give them a call at 507-217-7406. Visit
their website www.nusurfacemn.com for photos of their work. Ben, who was
previously a substance abuse counselor for 13 years, has lived here in New
Ulm for 15 years and is excited to offer this service to the New Ulm area.
Congratulations and welcome, NU Surface!

New Business
Workshop
April 2, 2019

How to Write Effective Web Content
for Small Businesses
Friday, March 29th | 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.
Best Western Plus, New Ulm
Ashley Flitter is a digital marketing professional who
specializes in marketing automation, SEO, and project
management. She is also a productivity consultant and
loves tackling big, complex problems + projects. Ashley
also enjoys spending time with her family and doing
community outreach. She lives in Mankato with her
husband, children, cat, and her true love, Gilly the Beta
Fish.
As a small business, deciding where to spend your
limited time on marketing can be challenging. Having
a clear understanding of your audience is critical to
determining which channels you should create content
for and how to create effective content for those
channels when the time comes. This session will focus
on gaining a better understanding of your audience and
how you can use that information to create effective
content for the right channels.

Free to attend, but pre-registration is requested.

Register at smbnewulm.com

Would you like to start your own business? Is entrepreneurship right
for you? Join us for this free workshop on Tuesday, February 5 from
6-7:30pm! You’ll gain a basic understanding of the essential steps to
getting your business off the ground and the many local and online
resources available to help you.

UPCOMING

HOT TOPICS LUNCH
JOIN US!

Presented by the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) of
Mankato and held at the New Ulm Area Chamber of Commerce, 1 N.
Minnesota St., New Ulm, MN 56073. Please use the side (Center St.)
door. Pre-registration required. Limited to ten participants. Register
online at www.myminnesotabusiness.com, by calling the SBDC at 507389-8875 or by calling the Chamber at 507-233-4300.

Business bears the brunt of
governor’s budget

We share his goal of investing in the state’s future
for workforce, infrastructure and quality of life for
Minnesota families. But,
simply put, the governor’s
budget is an overreach
and unaffordable.
The governor says Minnesota businesses benefited
from the 2017 federal tax
reform, justifying his proposal to disproportionately
raise business taxes to
grow state government.
We’ve heard this repeated
from a number of sources,
but the facts are that individual taxpayers received
a majority of the federal
tax relief, and Minnesota
already imposes a high
cost of doing business.
The federal tax changes
will make Minnesota’s
higher tax rates more pronounced due to the cap
on the state and local tax
deduction for individuals
and businesses that report business income on
their personal income-tax
returns.
What the governor did
not mention is that the
increased costs on businesses, if enacted, will
be felt in the pocketbooks
of all Minnesotans. We
will all be on the hook for
more than $7 billion in tax

increases for the four-year
budget cycle beginning in
July 2019.
The governor’s gas tax
proposal generated the
most attention. We agree
we need to invest more in
the state’s infrastructure,
but a 20-cent, or 70-percent, increase would make
Minnesota’s gas tax the
fourth highest in the nation. His proposal would
automatically increase the
gas tax each year, and
would increase the motor
vehicle sales tax, metro
area sales tax and tab fees
now. The cost will be felt
especially by businesses
that pay 50 percent of the
gas and sales taxes. Rather than doubling down on
the gas tax – an increasingly unreliable revenue
source – we recommend
diversifying our revenue
sources through existing transportation-related
sales taxes.
The governor recommends raising other costs
of doing business in Minnesota. Over the next four
years, these tax increases
are part of his overall $3
billion tax increase proposal:
• A 23-percent increase in
the corporate income tax,
totaling nearly $1 billion.
• An increase in income
taxes for businesses that
report business income on
their personal income-tax
returns, totaling $763 million.
• Continuing the health
care provider tax, totaling
nearly $1.7 billion.
• Reinstating automatic
increases in the state tax
levy on business properties, totaling $218 million.
• A new state mandate for

Friday, March 29
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

Community Visioning Group Updates
NU2020
Friday, March 29 / 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM / Country Club
Downtown Action Team
If the downtown is the heart of a community, what are the priority
projects for this group? Come for updates on upcoming activity
and where there are great opportunities! Please RSVP by Wednesday, March 27.

by Doug Loon, President
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce
www.mnchamber.com
Gov. Tim Walz has unveiled his expansive and
expensive budget proposal. The impact is crystal clear: Minnesota businesses are being asked
to pay billions of dollars in
additional taxes to support
his budget that approaches $50 billion for the next
two years, up more than 8
percent over the existing
biennium.

Presenter:
Ashley Flitter

paid family leave with initial IT costs of $68 million.
Total cwosts are unknown,
but it’s proposed to be financed by a new payroll
tax paid by all employees
and employers including
independent contractors.
These bills may be considered individually in the legislative process, but their
impact is cumulative. Policymakers must remember
that business costs cannot
be analyzed in a vacuum.
Each new cost, each new
regulation hinders their
ability to grow their business and fuel the state’s
economy.

RSVP to the Chamber at 233-4300 or chamber@newulm.com
$10 includes lunch and is payable at the door.

In the end, consumers
and employees will pay
the price. Don’t just take
my word for it. That’s a
recurring conclusion of
the Minnesota Department of Revenue’s biannual Tax Incidence Study.
Businesses cannot simply
absorb higher taxes and
higher costs of regulations
year after year. Costs are
passed along to consumers in three ways: lower
salary and benefit packages for employees; higher costs for products and
services; lower returns to
shareholders.
The Minnesota Chamber
Federation is prepared
to fight for the economic
interests of all Minnesotans. The pathway toward
economic prosperity isn’t
through increased spending and higher taxes.
Instead of growing government, we should be
handing private-sector innovators the tools to fuel
growth and not make it
more costly to do business
in Minnesota.

Now conveniently offered in
New Ulm!
The Small Business Development Center of
Mankato will be offering free one-on-one business
consulting to start-ups and established businesses
in New Ulm! Business Consultants will be
available in the New Ulm Chamber Office from
9am – 12pm on:

Wednesday, March 27 & Thursday, April 25

Mike Hahn

Julie Nelson

Consultants Mike Hahn and Julie Nelson are
available to offer information on a variety of
business topics. Appointments requested. Call
507-389-8875 or email julie.nelson@mnsu.edu.

