
Looking for the Perfect gift?
Got any New Ulm fans or proud
Germans on your Christmas list? We 
have ‘Germans Have More Fun’ and 
New Ulm merchandise for sale at the 
New Ulm Chamber of Commerce of-
fice.  Shirts, sweatshirts, beer mugs, 
bottle openers, can koozies, lapel 
pins, and more!

Chamber Dollars also make great 
gifts! Flexible, thoughtful, and they 
support our local businesses. Cham-
ber Dollars are redeemable at 300+ 
businesses throughout town.

The Chamber Office is open Monday-
Friday from 8am-5pm, and Saturdays 
from 10am-3pm (through Dec 22).
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#SHOPNEWULM
AT NIGHT

PLEASE JOIN 
THE BUSINESSES OF NEW ULM

 HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13TH FROM 4PM-7PM

PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES WILL BE OFFERING A VARIETY OF 
REFRESHMENTS & PROMOTIONS!!

STOP IN TO 3 OR MORE PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES TO 
RECEIVEA STAMP & BE ENTERED INTO A 

GIFT PACKAGE GIVEAWAY VALUED AT $300!!
Thank You for Shopping New Ulm, Shopping Local & Shopping Small!!

Minnesota Chamber’s 2019 Business Benchmarks 
highlights economic rankings and workforce 
challenges

A talented workforce re-
mains a foundation of 
growing Minnesota com-
panies and the overall 
state economy, according 
to the 2019 Minnesota 
Business Benchmarks re-
port. But the difficulty of 
finding skilled and quali-
fied workers and our busi-
ness climate are threaten-
ing growth.
   The mounting challenge 
of filling job vacancies is 
a common thread in the 
2019 Business Bench-
marks report. It also un-
derscores the importance 
of strengthening Minne-
sota’s overall business 
climate, a message that 
resounds from business 
leaders highlighted in the 
report.
   The 2019 Business 
Benchmarks report was 
released at the Minnesota 
Chamber’s Annual Meet-
ing on November 15. It is 
produced by the Minne-
sota Chamber and local 
Chamber Federation part-
ners, and was distributed 
statewide as an insert in 
the December edition of 
Twin Cities Business mag-
azine. 
   This annual report 
compiles key indicators 
that define our business 
climate – where Minne-
sota ranks compared with 
other states – to identify 
the state’s strengths and 
areas for improvement 
for Minnesota to compete 
in the global economy. 
Comprehensive, objective 
data were compiled from 
sources such as state and 
federal agencies. 
   Among the key findings: 
• Innovation remains a 
strength of the state’s 

homegrown economy.
• Minnesota’s economy is 
growing but at a slower 
pace compared with many 
other states.
• Minnesota saw a slight 
improvement in tax rank-
ings, but it still is in the five 
highest tax rates for both 
corporate and individual 
taxes.
• Minnesota continues to 
make progress in infra-
structure improvements – 
an important factor in the 
ability to compete in a glo-
bal marketplace.
   The 2019 report tells the 
story of Minnesota’s econ-
omy differently, through 
real business leaders rep-
resentative of the types 
and sizes of companies 
that make up the econom-
ic fabric of communities 
across the state.
   Their voices also help 
lay the groundwork for the 
chamber’s 2019 legislative 
agenda.
   Eric Gibson, president 
of UMC Inc. at Monticello, 
says an uncertain and 
uncompetitive business 
climate kills investment. 
“We need clarity in the tax 
code. Conformity to the 
changes enacted at the 
federal level would be a 
great start. Minnesota is 
one of the top five highest-
taxed states. We don’t 
need to be the lowest, but 
a move toward the mid-
dle would level the playing 
field.” 
   Deepinder Singh, 
founder and CEO of 75F 
in Burnsville, says public 
policy could help in en-
couraging investment in 
technology. “People feel 
the state has decided to 
invest in innovation. That’s 

a key message.”
   Shelly Peterson, execu-
tive vice president and 
general manager for Min-
nesota operations of The 
Boldt Company in Cloquet, 
says quality infrastructure 
looms even more impor-
tant when combined with 
other competitive disad-
vantages facing Minneso-
ta companies. “Minnesota 
is not known to be busi-
ness friendly. We need to 
find a way to figure that 
out.”
   This report is a great 
tool to frame construc-
tive conversations on how 
Minnesota can remain 
competitive in today’s ev-
er-changing global econ-
omy. It’s especially timely 
as Minnesota has elected 
a new governor. The new 
administration will lead a 
state that has tremendous 
strengths such as a tal-
ented and highly educated 
workforce, high innovation 
and a diverse economy. 
We must protect those 
strengths by addressing 
public policies essential to 
growing businesses and 
the overall state economy.
   We look forward to the 
partnership of Governor-
Elect Tim Walz and all law-
makers in enacting public 
policy to grow Minnesota 
together.

The New Ulm Area Cham-
ber of Commerce supports 
the efforts of the Minne-
sota Chamber to advocate 
for the business commu-
nity through policy devel-
opment and review.  The 
New Ulm Chamber is a 
member of the MN Cham-
ber Federation with 30 
other local chambers.

Network New Ulm visited several 
industries during their November 
Economic Health Day.  American 
Artstone President, Larry Thomp-
son, gave a tour of their facility and explained the unique cast stone and 
precast products they manufacture.  The talented employees create pieces 
from the start of an idea, seeing it through completion of a project.  They 
even build the molds needed for each of the pieces.  The 100+ year old 
company has a number of award-wining projects.  The NNU group also 
visited Firmenich, Windings, Beacon Promotions, Minnesota Valley Testing 
Labs and Parker Hannifin that day. 

Thank you to our members for a great year!  We look forward to continuing 
to work with you and for you in the new year! New members in 2018 are:  

American Family Insurance - Brian McCabe Agency
AmericInn & Suites Sleepy Eye

Blade & Hammer
ClearVue Window & Gutter Cleaning

Credit Bureau of New Ulm Inc
Edward Jones - Financial Advisor: Tom Buskey

extended Human Resources, LLC  (extended HR)
Garden Secrets, LLC

Ideation Consulting, LLP
New Ulm ATA Martial Arts

New Ulm Monument
PC Janitorial Supply LLC

Ready to Ride Transportation
Red Dragon Gaming LLC
Roemhildt, Scott (DNR)
Sozial Restaurant & Bar

SpecSys Inc
The Free Press Media

The Retz 227
The Tunnel Car Wash

Volunteers of America Bright Days at New Ulm Adult Day Services

For a list of current chamber members, or to learn more about becoming a 
member, visit newulm.com.

T H A N K  Y O U

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 
NEW ULM AREA CAREER EXPO

APRIL 3
NEW ULM PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL

Contact the Chamber to showcase your 
business in front of 400-500 area

 8th & 10th grade students!

The Willkommen Committee of the New Ulm Area Chamber of Commerce 
has been busy in 2018!  The Willkommen Committee serves as the Good 
Will Ambassadors of the City of New Ulm while promoting the Chamber of 
Commerce.  Among other tasks, this committee welcomes new businesses 
or new professional persons, managers, or owners to the city; and they 
visit and congratulate firms having made improvements or moved to a new 
location.  The committee went on 81 Willkommen visits and welcomed 16 
new businesses in 2018!  
The Willkommen Committee is ready for another busy year in 2019. Do 
you have a new manager or have you made a significant improvement in 
your business that you would like the Willkommen Committee to recog-
nize?  Reach out to the Chamber at 233-4300 or chamber@newulm.com 
for more information.

STAMP CARDS & LIST OF PROMOTIONS AVAILABLE AT 
WWW.NEWULM.COM OR AT THE CHAMBER OFFICE

Busy Year for the Willkommen Committee

by Doug Loon, President
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce
www.mnchamber.com 
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1-800-549-0194
www.citizensmn.com 
New Ulm • Lafayette • LaSalle• Lakeville
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Photos

Look for Our CU photographers at local events.
Thousands of photos one local website!
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Check out the galleries on The Journal CU Site.

PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES INCLUDE:
Semblance, Gallery 512, Lambrechts, A to Zinnia, Spinning Spools, Broadway 
Chiropractic, New Ulm Furniture, Nicklassons Athletics, Chuck Spaeth Ford, 
Sewing Seeds, Anytime Fitness, Lola – An American Bistro, New Ulm Area 

Chamber of Commerce, and Hope & Faith. More details at www.newulm.com.  

The 27th Annual
New Ulm Parade of
Lights went off with-
out a hitch on Friday,
November 27th!  75
brightly lit units en-
tertained a crowd of

nearly 5,000 people.  River Creek Nursery, the
2015 Business of the Year, led the parade as
Grand Marshal, and Carlson-Tillisch Eye Clinic Ltd
received the 2015 Governors Award.  Thanks to
everyone who came out to watch, and thanks to
all businesses and organizations who put so much
work into their décor and entertained us all! 

Holiday Shopping 
at the Chamber!

Christmas Tree Sponsors
In 1990, the tradition of placing natural Christmas trees on the sidewalks of the downtown
business district was brought back.  The Chamber’s efforts have been rewarded with com-
pliments from our local residents and our many visitors during the holidays.  A very special
thank you to the following who have already sponsored trees this year: Harold & Maxine
Remme, Hobart & Charlotte Anderson (2), George & Sharon Glotzbach, Duane & Cleo
Bohne, Maria Metzen in memory of Bob Metzen, Bob & Cheryl Beussman (2), Mary
Borstad in memory of Steve & Chris Borstad, Denis Warta, Ken & Vicky Rolloff, Herb
Schaper Family, Jim Boeck, Margaret Nonnemacher in memory of Walter & Wally
Nonnemacher & New Ulm Garden Club (2). Additional Thank You’s are extended
to the local teachers, and NUBRA members who helped in placing the trees in the
pots.  

Be a part of the magic by sponsoring a tree this year, at a cost of only $20
per tree. Checks may be dropped off or sent to the Chamber at PO Box 384,
New Ulm.

The first annual New Ulm Day of Giving was a
huge success with over $3,000 raised for 
New Ulm Area Food Shelf, Brown County 

Humane Society, and United Way of 
Brown County.  

Thanks again to the businesses 
who participated: 

Lambrechts, A to Zinnia Floral & Gifts, 
Gallery 512, Semblance, Rooms and Rest, 

River Bend Business Products, Kohls-Weelborg,
Spinning Spools Quilt Shop, Sewing Seeds Quilt
Co., New Ulm Furniture, Cash Wise Foods, 3M,
New Ulm Chamber of Commerce, MRCI, and

Schell’s Brewery.

We have Germans Have More Fun and New Ulm
merchandise for all the New Ulm lovers on your

list!  Shirts, sweatshirts, beer mugs, bottle 
openers, can koozies, lapel pins, and more!

Chamber Dollars are always a hit and redeemable
at 300+ businesses throughout town!

Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm and from 10am-3pm 
on Saturday, December 19th.  

233-4300.

EJ Vacations & Pilgrimages, LLC re-
cently became a new member of the
New Ulm Area Chamber of Com-
merce, and the Willkommen Com-
mittee met with owners Eric and Jan
Dulka to learn more about their busi-
ness!  Eric was a funeral director
here in New Ulm for 20 years before
getting into the travel business.  In
1992, they purchased New Ulm
Travel and operated this for 20
years before they decided to retire
from the business.  They found that
retirement was not for them, and so
they began again and formed EJ Va-
cations about 5 years ago.  They

operate their business out of their home at 308 S Highland Ave.  Their specialty is or-
ganizing groups, and they do about 6 group tours a year.  They have the ability to do
anything their customers may want, from airline tickets, to cruises, to full vacation
packages.  Eric has been a chamber member throughout the years with other agencies,
and we appreciate the support!

Audra Shaneman, Chamber President; Eric and Jan Dulka,
EJ Vacations & Pilgrimages; Jan DeLeo, Sid’s Signs on
Broadway; Donna Lambrecht, United Way of Brown County.

The Willkommen Committee is ex-
cited that Kristy Ann Nelson of Mo-
bile Medical Thermography Imaging
is a new member of the New Ulm
Area Chamber of Commerce, and
they stopped by her office (located
above the Chamber Office) to wel-
come her!  Kristy moved to New Ulm
from Buffalo.  She has always been
interested in health and is happy to
be able to offer this non-invasive
preventative tool in the community.
Medical Thermography Imaging is a
process much like a CAT Scan or an
MRI, but uses no radiation.  This
medical process is one that has
been growing in popularity around

the world and, though it is not currently covered by insurance, Kristy thinks it will be
soon.  This process can catch signs of breast cancer 8-10 years before a traditional
mammogram.  She offers three different scanning packages, upper body (torso),
breast, and full body, and the costs range from $163 to $443.  The camera that she
uses has 307,000 pixels, and is one of only 5 in the world.  Welcome, Kristy!

Brittney Schmiesing, Chuck Spaeth Ford; Kristy Ann Nel-
son, Mobile Medical Thermography Imaging; Pam
Kitzberger, Oak Hills Living Center.

The Chamber of Commerce brought rural 
sociologist Ben Winchester to New Ulm on 

December 4 to present on 
“The Brain Gain of Newcomers to Rural America

and the Baby Boomer Housing Supply.”  
More than 60 people attended the program!  

More info on the Brain Gain in rural 
MN can be found here:

http://www.extension.umn.edu/community/brain-gain/ 
If you are interested in continuing the 

conversation, email chamber@newulm.com.  

Hospitality Table
Sponsorship for 

December 
Minnesota
Wedding

Shop
301 20th South

Thanks to Minnesota
Wedding Shop for spon-

soring the hospitality
table for the month of
December. Please stop

in to have a cup of
coffee and visit YOUR

chamber staff.

For the New Ulm
Chamber Office

Thurs, Dec 24
8am-noon

Friday, Dec 25
Closed

Sat, Dec 26
Closed

(closed Saturdays 
through March)

Thurs, Dec 31
8am-noon

Friday, Jan 1
Closed


